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INTRODUCTION

Welcome to
BUILDING VOCABULARY SKILLS & STRATEGIES!

We at Saddleback Publishing, Inc. are proud to introduce this
important supplement to your basal language arts curriculum.
Our goal in creating this series was twofold: to help on-level and
below-level students build their “word power” in short incremental
lessons, and to provide you, the teacher, with maximum flexibility
in deciding when and how to assign these exercises.

All lessons are reproducible. That makes them ideal for homework,
extra credit assignments, cooperative learning groups, or focused
drill practice for selected ESL or remedial students. A quick review
of the book’s Table of Contents will enable you to individualize
instruction according to the varied needs of your students.

Correlated to the latest research and current language arts
standards in most states, the instructional design of Building
Vocabulary Skills & Strategies is unusually comprehensive for
a supplementary program. All important concepts—ranging
from primary-level phonics to the nuances of connotation—
are thoroughly presented from the ground up. Traditional word
attack strategies and “getting meaning from context clues” are
dually emphasized.

As all educators know, assessment and evaluation of student
understanding and skill attainment is an ongoing process.
Here again, reproducible lessons are ideal in that they can
be used for both pre- and post-testing. We further suggest
that you utilize the blank back of every copied worksheet

for extra reinforcement of that lesson’s vocabulary; spelling
tests or short writing assignments are two obvious options.
You can use the Scope and Sequence chart at the back of
each book for recording your ongoing evaluations.
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The meaning of a word is called its definition.

whale feather slight vault

A whale is a very large sea mammal.

e A feather is one of the soft, light parts
that grow out of the skin of birds.

e Something slight is small in amount, strength,
or importance.

e To slight something is to pay little or
no attention to it.

e A vault is a room or special place for
keeping valuable things.

e To vault is to jump over something.

Use the definitions to decide if each sentence below is true or false. If the
sentence is true, write T on the line. If the sentence is false, write F.

1. A whale is likely to be found swimming in the sea.

2. _____ Banks often lock money in a vault.

3. If you vault a fence, you’'ll end up on the other side.

4. A feather on a bird is somewhat like a hair on a dog.
5. Even the biggest whale is very slight in size.

6. A one-degree drop in temperature would be a slight change.

7. If students slight their homework, they might not pass their tests.

€22 [ Date:
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You can be a poet! Just use the definitions to make
the sentence pairs rhyme.

chore hero knob dozen hum

A chore is a task that must be done.

A hero is someone who is admired
for doing something great or brave.

A knob is a handle that is usually round.

A dozen is a group of twelve.

To hum is to sing with the lips closed,
not saying the words.

Complete the rhymes. Choose one of the boldface words above.
Write it on the blank line.

1. The knock at the door is Uncle Bob!

He can come right in if he turns the

2. The soccer score was one to zero.

Then Mike scored a goal and was the team’s

3. Making the bed can be a real bore.

Nonetheless, it’s your daily

4. While you sing along, my guitar I'll strum.

If you don’t know the words, why don’t you just ?

5. At the dinner table sat my aunt and cousin.

Plus the ten in my family, that made a

€22 [ Date:
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Synonyms are words that have the same or nearly the
same meaning. Recognizing and using synonyms helps
you build your vocabulary.

Circle the synonym for each boldface word.

1. The meat looked red
and uncooked.

( delicious / raw )

2. Maria told the dentist
she had a pain in her
tooth.

(ache / hole)

3. I don’t like cherry
candy, so I'll trade
this one for lime.

( exchange / sell )

4. We watched the waves from the sandy beach. ( shore / desert )

5. The museum is normally closed on Tuesdays. ( seldom / usually )

6. The teachers expect students to arrive on time. ( pupils / buses )

7. Randy is almost as tall as his brother. ( exactly / nearly )

8. Sally tells her secrets to her friend Anna. ( sister / pal)

9. She also writes her secrets in a diary. ( journal / newspaper )
10. A tunnel led from the basement to the garage. ( cellar / barn )
11. The tunnel had a concealed entrance. ( hidden / open )
12. Don’t drink from a cup if the edge is chipped. ( rim / glass )

€22 [ Date:
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Use your wits to come up with the synonyms you
need to correctly complete this page.

A. After each sentence, write a synonym for the boldface
word. The synonym should begin with the letter g.

EXAMPLE: The huge oak tree has grown here for years. gw

1. The birthday present was wrapped in red paper.

2. Mr. Ramon will donate blood to the Red Cross.

3. The dog barks to protect his master’s house.

4. The farmers were happy when the rain finally came.

B. On each blank line, write a
synonym for the boldface
word. The synonym should
begin with the letter p.

EXAMPLE: The drawing showed
a woman on a sailboat.

picture

7

1. Each section of the wall was a different color.

2. The workers dug a big hole in the field.

3. The bundle of paper was tied with string.

4. The farmer’s prize hog won a ribbon at the fair.

€22 [ Date:
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Synonyms often add interest and variety to a story.

Read the story. Then match the boldface words with their
synonyms (words with the same or nearly the same meaning).

Is Today the Day?

Brenda and her new husband,
Bart, were out for a walk on a cold
winter day. They walked past the
white building that was the county
animal shelter.

“Do you want to go in and see the
dogs?” Brenda asked.

“Sure,” Bart answered, “but today
is not the day to take one home!
Remember, we decided to wait until
summer to get a dog!”

Inside the shelter, a worker led
Brenda and Bart down the hall to
the dog kennel. They were greeted
by many hopeful barks that were
clearly saying, “Take me home!”

Then Brenda saw a strong, black
and tan dog with its nose pressed
against the gate. It won her heart.
Both the dog and Brenda looked at
Bart with big, excited eyes.

Maybe the time was right after all!

pup eager ivory frosty powerful stroll replied
1. is a synonym for walk.
2. is a synonym for cold.
3. is a synonym for white.
4. is a synonym for answered.
5. is a synonym for dog.
6. is a synonym for strong.
7. is a synonym for excited.
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SYNONYM PRACTICE

To make your vocabulary grow, practice working with
these words to know!

First, complete the sentences with words from the box. Then complete the
puzzle with the same words. Write one letter on each line. The answer to
the riddle will read from top to bottom.

WORDS TO KNOW
( exchange frosty hum ivory  journal stroll witness

Riddle: You might call me a “twin” because I am so much like another word.

What am I?
1. After dinner, it’s nice to take a slow around the block.
2. Some of the piano’s 88 keys were black and others were
3. You can keep the sweater or it for a larger size.
4. Juana wrote about daily events in her
5. Angela would testify in court as a for the defense.
6. As autumn turned to winter, the mornings became cold and
7. Everyone else knew the words to the song, but I had to along.
THE CONSTELLATION soLuTioN: I am a =1
GEMINI
The Twins 1
Castor and Pollux
Sons of Leda and Zeus 9
CASTOR . T 3
3.
POLLUX
* 4.
. "a* 5.
B 4
- °
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“WHEN” AND “WHERE” WORDS 1

Using the words in this exercise can help you answer
when and where questions.

Replace the boldface words in the sentences with a word from the box.
Write the new words on the blank lines.

WORDS THAT TELL “WHEN"
[always never promptly rarely usually

1. On very few days do

I choose to eat my mother’s meat loaf.

2. Mom almost always

cooks meat until it's as tough as leather.

3. When she’s not looking, I swiftly
feed the meat

loaf to our dog Barkly.

4. The dog has at no time turned down meat.

5. Every time , Barkly drools and begs for more.

WORDS THAT TELL “WHERE"”
|_ among beside distant inside neighboring

6. Mirror Lake Mall, a wonderful shopping center, was built in a

nearby city.

7. The center is right next to the lake, so shoppers

can enjoy the view.

8. People come from faraway places to shop at this mall.

9. You'll find a wonderful pizza restaurant surrounded by

gift shops, booksellers, and department stores.

10. When it’s chilly outdoors, it’'s always warm and cozy

within the mall

€22 [ Date:
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“WHEN" AND “WHERE"” WORDS 2

Write a sentence that answers each
question. Use one of the where and
when words below in each sentence.

WHEN WORDS WHERE WORDS
after near
never distant
seldom above

regularly beneath

< A
1. What do you do when the school day is over? <R 7*/

2. What is something you do only on rare
occasions?

3. What is something you do each and every day?

4. What is something you always avoid doing in the classroom?

5. What interesting building is close to your school?

6. What relative lives the farthest from you?

7. If you look up right now, what do you see?

8. If you look down right now, what do you see?

€22 [ Date:
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WORDS WITH MORE THAN ONE MEANING 1

Many words have more than one meaning. The sound
a bell makes is a ring. So is the band of jewelry you
wear on your finger.

Draw a picture in each box to illustrate the meaning of the boldface word.

1. a. A black bat is hunting for insects 2. a. Iread a thrilling mystery story

at night in a garden. about a jewel thief.
b. Frank hit a home run with a swing b. We had a grand view from our
of his new bat. 12th-story apartment.
3. a. The base of the triangle is three 4. a. At 8.50 a pound, peaches were a
inches long. bargain today.
b. The noisy jet took off from the b. Pound the nails straight into the
Air Force base. board, or the wood might crack.

Challenge: Show another meaning for the word base. Draw a picture on the
back of this sheet.

€22 [ Date:
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WORDS WITH MORE THAN ONE MEANING 2

et

A——
S
%

You may be surprised to find so many words with
more than one meaning. Here are more multiple-
meaning words for you to think about.

Look at the boldface word on the left. Then circle two letters on
the right to show two different meanings of the word.

EXAMPLE: peak the pointed top of a mountain or hill
b. a soft, yellow fruit
@ the highest point or degree

d. agift
1. pool a. a small pond
b. a loud noise
c. a small horse
d. things shared
by a group
2. clump a. to move by pushing
b. a group of things growing
close together
c. to walk with a dull, heavy sound
d. something long and narrow
3. toast a. a statement of praise or good wishes,
usually given before drinking something
b. warmed, browned bread
c. a muscle found in the upper arm
d. aloud, hearty laugh
4. current a. a prize given in return for hard work
b. up to date, of the present time
c. wet and slippery
d. a flow of something such as air, water, or electricity

Challenge: Think of a word that has all the following
meanings. Write it on the line.

ea series of musical notes from the lowest to the highest

eone of the thin, flat plates that cover and protect a fish’s body
ea device or machine used for measuring weight

eto climb up

€22 [ Date:
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WORDS WITH MORE THAN ONE MEANING 3

This story will give you more practice with words
that have multiple meanings.

Read the story. Then write the boldface words on the lines next to
their meanings.

Moving Day

It was moving day. Lulu and Lyle
Lerner had boxed up most of their
belongings. They were all set to move
to their new house on the Pacific
coast.

Lulu loaded the last chair from
their dining room set. “After I load
the TV onto the truck, we can take
off,” Lyle said. He struggled to keep
from dropping the heavy television on
the ground. But Lyle was strong
enough! He had boxed professionally
for many years.

means the land along the
sea or to move without
using power or effort

“Oh, no!” Lulu cried out. “Someone
has parked a car in front of our truck.
We're boxed in and can’t get out!”

Luckily, the driver soon arrived to
move the car. Then the Lerners piled
into the truck.

“Our gear is all aboard now!” Lyle
exclaimed. He ground the stick shift
into first gear and began to coast
down the driveway. “We're off to our
new home!”

means ready, prepared or a

group of things that go together

means a machine part made of wheels with teeth that fit

together or belongings, tools, and equipment

means the surface of the earth or rubbed together with a

harsh, grating sound

means packaged in a square, cardboard container or shut

in, trapped or fought with one’s fists as a sport

[ Date:
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WORDS WITH MORE THAN ONE MEANING 4 II”WTIA;:/,\
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Read each word of the sentence carefully to see which
meaning is intended.

T
. lm;“ .
e

Study each pair of sentences. Then write the multiple-meaning word
from the box that matches both sentences.

case drawing fly match tie

1. The score was one to one.
The band of cloth goes around his neck.

These things are both a

2. The ball was caught before it touched the ground.
The black bug is a spider’s favorite meal.

These things are both a

3. The picture was made with a pencil.

The ticket was chosen and the winner announced.

These things are both a

4. I scratched this and it burst into flame.
The blue scarf and blue sweater go together.

These things are both a

5. She has a bag for carrying things from place to place.
This is a matter to be decided in a court of law.

These things are both a

Challenge: Choose one of the multiple-meaning words from the box. Write two
sentences. In each sentence, use the word with a different meaning.

€22 [ Date:
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WORDS WITH MORE THAN ONE MEANING 5

Here's your chance to show what you've learned about
multiple-meaning words.

Use the words from the previous four lessons to complete the story. Write a
word from the box on each blank line. You will use each word twice.

bat box current story

The Creature in the Bedroom

“Yikes!” Christina cried. “There’s a

(1) flying around in

my bedroom!”

Christina’s sister Claire came
dashing wupstairs to the second
(2) of the house. She
was waving a long, wooden softball

(3) above her head.

“T'll get it!” she cried out.

“Chase it into a corner,” Christina
called out to Claire. “We’ll try to
(4) it in.”

The creature flew into the corner of
the room.

“Don’t hurt it!” Christina cried. “Here!
Maybe we can get it into this cardboard
(5) . Then we can take
the box outside and let it go.”

€22

Claire opened the bedroom window. A
(6) of air seemed to

attract the bat’'s attention. In a
moment, it gave a squeak and flew out
of the room. The girls breathed a happy

sigh of relief.

“I know! Our (7)
assignment in language arts class is

to write about an exciting experience.
Well, I'm going to be writing the
(8) of the creature in

my bedroom!” Christina exclaimed.

[ Date:
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WORDS WITH MORE THAN ONE MEANING 6

Now have some fun using multiple-meaning words
in sentences of your own!

Write two sentences for each boldface
word below. Make sure the word has a
different meaning in each sentence.
(Use a dictionary if you need help.)

EXAMPLE: wave

2. check

a.

3. horn

4. mole

5. shed

€22 [ Date:
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Antonyms are words that have opposite meanings. When
you think about antonyms, you stretch your vocabulary.

Read each sentence. Then circle the antonym for the boldface word. Try to
picture the new image created when you substitute the antonym.

1. People stared as the new car went by.

a. flashy c. expensive
b. ancient d. unusual

2. Damon, a great athlete, is shorter
than most basketball stars.

a. faster c. taller
b. stronger d. heavier

3. The photographer took group pictures
of the club members.

a. individual b. colorful c. large d. good

4. The north trail to the mountaintop is a very safe route.

a. hard b. long c. risky d. steep

5. Selma and Velma were twins who looked very different.

a. similar b. pretty c. unusual d. friendly

6. Large houses lined the wide street.

a. winding b. busy c. shady d. narrow

7. Near the end of the movie, I felt sleepy.
a. bored b. restless c. sad d. frightened

8. The child’s tricks made his parents grin.
a. laugh b. angry C. cry d. frown

Challenge: Choose one of the sentences above. lllustrate what is happening.
Then, draw what happens when you substitute the antonym for the boldface word.
Draw your pictures on the back of this sheet.

€22 [ Date:
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What is the opposite of same? It's opposite! What is the
antonym of synonym? It's antonym! If you understand
those riddles, you're ready for this exercise!

The boldface words are synonyms (words that mean the same or nearly
the same thing). Unscramble the boldface letters to spell an antonym
for the boldface words.

1. If you're hot, you're sizzling!

If you're not, you're (DCLO)

2. If you're close, you're near.

If you're distant, you're (RFA)

3. If you're foolish, you're silly.
If you're not, youre (SEIW)

4. Your future is tomorrow.

Yesterday is your (STAP)

5. If you're grown up, you're adult.

If you're not, you're a (HILCD)

6. If you're fearful, you're timid.

If you're not, youre (DOLB)

7. If you're tops, you're the best.
If you're not, you're the (SWORT)

8. If you're sick, you're ill.

If you're not, youre (LEHATHY)

€22 [ Date:
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1. Whispered is an antonym for

2. Dry is an antonym for

3. Awkward is a synonym for

4. Crooked is an antonym for

€22

Synonyms are words that mean the same or nearly
the same thing. Antonyms are word pairs with
opposite meanings.

SYNONYMS AND ANTONYMS

A. TeII whether each pair of words are synonyms or antonyms.
Write S for synonyms. Write A for antonyms.

—

_ follow / lead
center / edge
yelled / shouted
scared / frightened
admit / deny
straight / zigzag
break / repair

tear / rip

© ©® N o 0 s W N

damp / moist

—
e

clumsy / graceful

B. Now complete each sentence with one of the words listed above.

5. Afraid is a synonym for

6. Fixis a synonym for

7. Confess is a synonym for

8. Middle is a synonym for

[ Date:
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USING SYNONYMS AS CLUES TO MEANING

You can often figure out the meaning of a new word by
finding its synonym in the surrounding words.

Read each item. Then find and circle the synonym of the boldface word.

EXAMPLE: “Please put your satchels under the seat,” said the bus driver.
“We don’t want people tripping over

1. My journey began at the bus station.

It would be the trip of a lifetime!
ot

2. I pushed through the throng, hoping / %} @A

the crowd would not keep me from /

boarding my bus on time.

—
q ,

3. I didn’t know that a great ordeal—

a test of my strength—Ilay ahead.

4. Our bus had traveled about an hour (M3A!

when it entered a sand storm. Grit

flew through the air.
5. “Stay in your seats!” the driver urged. He begged us to stay calm.
6. He was driving blind. Sightless, he bumped off the highway.
7. The bus ended up in a gully. The ditch was deep.
8. Twilight had fallen. In the dusk, we waited for help to come.
9. Hours passed. Some passengers felt panic. To ease their fear, I told jokes.

10. Some people praised my bravery. They said it took courage to keep a sense

of humor in the face of danger.
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USING ANTONYMS AS CLUES TO MEANING

You may find a pair of antonyms (words with opposite
meanings) in some sentences. Understanding one antonym
will help you figure out the meaning of the other word.

Read each item and notice the boldface word. Fill in the blank with a
word from the box. The word you choose should be an antonym of the
boldface word.

arose exit lively polite public shallow stale

1. Not tired enough for a nap, the

N - toddler ran

about all day.

2. Scott is a

] 7 young man. He knows it would
N
be rude to be late to the party.

3. At 5 p.Mm., the bakery gave away the
bread to

——

make room for fresh loaves.

4. When the sun set, the moon

5. Don’t go in that door! It’s an , not an entrance!

6. The Corner Cafe is usually open to the , but today a

private group has rented the space.

7. Young children should stay in the end of the pool.

Deep water can be dangerous.
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USING GRAPHICS AS CLUES TO MEANING

Sometimes you'll find new words in a reading
selection. The pictures or diagrams can help you
figure out their meaning.

Read the selection. Look at the diagram. Then choose the answer to each
question and circle its letter.

Tornadoes ANVIL

It spins from the sky. It can lift a car and drop it miles away.
It is one of the strongest storms known to man. It's a tornado!

Tornadoes usually occur in places that have a lot of
thunderstorms. They often hit the center of the United States,
which is known as the “Tornado Belt.”

When a tornado forms, a dark wall cloud builds up under
an anvil-shaped thundercloud. First rain and then hail may
fall. Next a spinning cloud descends from the wall cloud to

the ground. This “twister” is usually shaped like a funnel. It
lifts rocks and even trees. The sound of things swirling in the T 5ES

7728

FUNNE L

air and crashing can sound like the roar of a freight train!

= —/

1. Where does a wall cloud build up?
a. close to earth
b. in the funnel
c. under the anvil cloud

2. What types of moisture often come
before a tornado?

a. rain and hail
b. hail and snow
c. snow and sleet

3. What is the shape of a funnel?

a. a column that is tall, narrow,
and wider at the top

a round and wide ball

c. an even column that is the
same width from top to bottom

4. In a tornado, which of the following
touches the ground?

a. the anvil
b. the wall cloud
c. the funnel

5. Why is the funnel called a “twister”?
a. because it carries rain
b. because it spins
c. because it is dark

6. The funnel descends from the wall
cloud. What does descends mean?

a. rises from it
b. spins around it

c. moves downward from it

[ Date:
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The words surrounding an unfamiliar word are its
context. You won't find these nonsense words in the
dictionary! But if you notice how they're used (their
context), you can figure out their meanings.

Read each sentence and circle the nonsense word. Then, circle the letter
of the word’s meaning. (The only way to figure out the meaning is to use
context clues.)

1. I think the Rodney Raccoon cartoon show
is meant for codlinks rather than for adults.

a. women b. animals c. children

2. Bridget washed her red, curly grawp every
day to keep it shining and sweet-smelling.

a. car b. hair c. apple

3. The pesky klampliver is digging holes in the
yard and leaving hills and trails throughout
the garden.

a. mole b. gardener c. steam shovel

4. Because Mr. Parker missed the last fledlamk,
he did not make it home in time for dinner.

a. movie b. baseball c. bus

5. When Mr. Parker swung his bat and missed the fizmark, the umpire called
“Strike One!”

a. bus b. baseball c. table

6. Pumpkin pie, a delicious lorghat, is just perfect to finish off an autumn meal.

a. dessert b. beverage c. apron

7. As the music played, Gerald took a breath, smiled, opened his mouth, and
burst into qualtzmk.

a. flames b. tears c. song

8. The mad wraxbuldman mixed chemicals in a test tube, drank them down,
and began to laugh.

a. mechanic b. librarian c. scientist
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Read carefully and use words you already know to
understand new words.

Read the passage below. Notice the context of
the boldface words. Decide each boldface word’s é\’/

meaning and write your definitions on the lines. [
e W N B e S, W e W e W g W U

You've probably gone into a store and handed over
money to purchase a product. If so, you have been a
consumer. Usually, shoppers get what they pay for—
but sometimes an item turns out to be a dud! That's \\
when it’s time to complain. When you get poor service
or bad goods, don’t waste time grumbling to friends. Go
to those who can fix the problem. Explain what you

need. Do you want a cash refund so you can buy a // ///j
different product? Do you want to exchange the item /

for a similar one? Most merchants want to make
customers happy. If you appear to be calm rather than / =
furious, they will usually correct the problem. |

1. To purchase must mean to

2. I think that a consumer is

3. I think dud means

4. To complain must mean to

5. I think that a refund is

6. I think exchange means

7. 1 think merchants are

8. I think furious means
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It's time to do some original work. Just choose some
words from the lessons to use in context.

A. Circle the word that best fits the context of the sentence.

1. The driver turned the car lights on at
( twilight / throng ).

i

| '“V

% (L2 27 277707 7
sl

2. The ( consumer / merchant ) sells
video games and video tapes.

3. When the show is over, please leave

by the nearest ( exit / gully ).

4. In the morning, I ( arose / descended ) from my sleep and got ready for
school.

5. After you receive a gift, it is ( dud / polite ) to send a thank you note.
6. It took ( panic / courage ) to tell Mr. Burke that I broke his window.
7. Diving into ( shallow / blind ) water is very risky.

8. An unwrapped sandwich will quickly become ( lively / stale ).

B. Use each of the following words in a sentence. Make sure the context makes
the word’s meaning clear.

e W N S e S e S W, U S o W W, N

complain

furious

journey
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BASE WORDS 1 e B
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Every word either is a base word or contains one.
Sometimes other word parts are added to a base
word to make a new word.

EXAMPLE: free + dom = freedom

A. One word in each group is a base word. Circle it.

1. straight  straighter  straighten
2. open  openness  opener
3. renew  newly new A
A
4. taking take  mistake N
5. lowly lower low v
6. home homeward homes 7\' )
7. precook cooks cook
8. spelling  misspell spell / y L
9. zipper zip unzip
= & AR
10. appear  disappear  appears

B. Each column begins with a base word. Circle two words in the list that have
been formed from that word.

1. long 3. free 5. hurt 7. do
longer freeze hurtful dope
longing freedom hurting doing
lone freely hurdle redo

2. pay 4. kind 6. hum 8. smile
payment kindly hummed smiling
repay kin humming mile
paper unkind human smiles
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Finding the base word in a longer word can help you
figure out a new word’s meaning.

A. Write the base word on each line.  ExamPLE: helpless ﬁz/éo/
1. worker 13. American
2. surprising 14. foolish
3. useful 15. hunter
4. slightly 16. dances
5. asked 17. easy
6. nearest 18. winner
7. remake 19. sooner
8. unhappy 20. nonfat
9. hopeful 21. magical

10. grasped 22. forceful
11. tied 23. wealthy
12. searched 24. drifting

B. Complete each sentence with one of the base words you wrote above.

1. After the snowstorm, our car was buried in a

2. “Abracadabra!” exclaimed Waldo the Wonderful

as he performed his act.

3. The pilgrims sailed the Mayflower to the country

we now call

[ Date:
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BASE WORDS 3

Think about it. Can you name two or three words that
have one base word in common?

Read the three words in each item. Then write the base word that the three
words share. Finally, complete each sentence with one of the words.

EXAMPLE: refreshing fresher freshly BASE WORD: M
a. Nothing smells better than M baked bread!

b. Bread baked this morning will be M than yesterday’s bread.
c. After working on a hot day, | love a /uz,uﬂzuﬁ,i/n,g, swim in the pool.

1. attracting attractive attraction

BASE WORD:

a. The roller coaster is the most thrilling at the park.

b. The sugar cookies are ants to our picnic.

c. Theo painted his house to make it more

2. invented invention inventor BASE WORD:

a. Thomas Edison is remembered as a famous

b. He

the electric light bulb.

c. Can you imagine what life would be like without Edison’s
?

3. unthinkable rethink thinking BASE WORD:

a. If the Johnsons can'’t find a babysitter, they’ll have to

their evening’s plans.

b. Leaving a small child home alone is an thing to do!

c. Maggie Johnson is

about moving the party to
her house.

4. placed placement replace BASE WORD:

a. If you break that antique vase, it will be hard to it.

b. Handle it gently and be careful with its on the shelf.

c. Watch out! I think you have it too near the edge.
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BASE WORDS 4

Are you ready for more practice with base words?

Read each sentence and the question that follows it. The base word of
one of the words in the sentence will answer the question. Write that
answer on the line.

EXAMPLE: Over 2,000 years ago, the Chinese built the Great Wall.

In what country would you find the Great Wall? Chima

1. Some people call a full moon
a “lover’s moon.”

What emotion is said to be
sparked by the full moon?

,///I///

o »

.

2. Wolves are often heard howling

at the full moon. 4. Stories say “Don’t look over your

What do wolves sometimes do left shoulder during a new moon.

when the moon is full? It can bring misfortune!”

What is another word for

“good luck”?
3. In some places, farmers think
it is good luck to plant crops
under a new, or dark, moon. 5. Circling the Earth takes the

What do we call a place in the moon about a month.

country where crops are grown What is the word for a round
and animals are raised? disk shaped like a full moon?
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A prefix is a group of letters added to the beginning
of a base word. The result is a new word with its own
meaning. For example: un- + happy = unhappy.

A. Write the prefix of each word on the line.

EXAMPLE: replace -
1. undo 6. semicircle
2. preview 7. foreground
3. rebuild 8. supernatural
4. disagree 9. mislead
5. bicycle 10. postwar

B. Add a prefix to the boldface word. Use the new word to complete the sentence.

EXAMPLE: (turn) If you don't like the gift, be sure to _sefurm. it.
e W W S T S W W WP W an W o W T an W o W

1. (appear) The magician showed us a rabbit

and then made it

2. (healthy) The poor, stray dog looked
thin and

3. (dress) Before gym class, we have to

and put
on our sweatsuits.
4. (star) The rock singer became so famous
he was called a
5. (teen) At age 12, Christina was a
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Every prefix has its own meaning. Understanding
the prefix can help you figure out the meaning of
the whole word.

A. QBTEEDD The prefix re- means again. Read each sentence as it is. Then add the prefix
re- to the beginning of the boldface word. As you read the sentence again,
notice how the word’s meaning has changed.

1. The directions told me to read the sentence.
2. I made a mistake and had to do the worksheet.

3. The office lost my paperwork, so I had to apply for the job.

B. The prefix super- means above or more than normal. Read each sentence
as it is. Then add the prefix super- to the beginning of the boldface word.

Read the sentence again and notice how the meaning has changed.
S W U W U W T P W e W N s

1. Mightywoman is a human hero.

2. In today’s world, the United States
is a power.

3. Route 66 is a highway that
crosses the nation.

C. The prefix un- means not. Read each sentence as it is. Then add the prefix
un- to the beginning of the boldface word. Read the sentence again and
notice how the meaning has changed.

1. Students like Ms. Chin because she never says kind things.
2. Some folks say that walking under open ladders is lucky.
3. Don’t spend too much time worrying about important matters.
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Here's some practice using those word starters
known as prefixes.

Use the prefix un-, re-, or super- to write one word
that replaces the boldface words.

EXAMPLE: | left the room with my test paper not finished. untinished

1. I heard a story about a flying dog,

but I believe it was not true. // e ”
» ,
2. (=
2. The photo came out so badly that L S oy ‘///
I had to take it over again. g / & w
g
f’\/ -~ W P
/‘,
3. Is it a bird? Is it a plane? No! /I

It's the man who is greater
than the average man!

4. The sugar in the blue box is finer than usual sugar.

5. It is not safe to ride a bike at night without a light.

6. The gift arrived without any wrapping on it.

7. The camera is out of focus, so you’ll need to
adjust the lens again.

8. If the customer is not satisfied, the car wash
will wash the car again.

9. “Your paper is too short,” said the teacher.
“You'll need to write it again.”

10. The corner grocery won't have everything on
your list, but the large market that carries
many more items will.
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This exercise will show you what a big difference a
prefix can make!

Read the following paragraph, and circle the words that have the prefix un-.
Then rewrite the paragraph, removing the prefix un- wherever you find it.

Margo was unhappy with her school. The
teachers, she felt, were quite unkind. The students
were unfriendly. Margo got unsatisfactory grades,
and she felt the grading system was unfair. The
school staff treated Margo as if she were a very

unimportant person. She felt like a most unlucky

girl, indeed.

New Paragraph:
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A suffix is a group of letters added to the end of a base
word. Here's an example for you: good + -ness = goodness.

A. CBTEEDD Write the suffix you see in each word. EXAMPLE: peaceful ~ful

1. lonely 6. foolish

2. narrower 7. protection
3. hopeful 8. machinist
4. hopeless 9. building
5. government 10. builder

B. Add a suffix to the boldface word. Use the new word to complete the sentence.
EXAMPLE: follow
Sam didn’t run for president because he’s more of a m than a leader.

1. (honest) 1 don’t know

who took Mr. Wilson’s wallet!

2. (piano) The

played beautiful music on

the baby grand.

3. (bake) The made a

special cake for the graduation party.

4. (peace) When the violent storm ended, the valley was

again.

5. (use) That camera will be if there’s no film in it.
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Like a prefix, a suffix can completely change the
meaning of a word.

The suffix -less means without.
The suffix -ful means full of. You can
create a pair of antonyms (opposites)
by adding these suffixes to base
words. Write sentences of your
own using the antonyms below.
D T e W e W S Y Y

1. fearless:

fearful:

2. hopeless:

hopeful:

3. colorless:

colorful:

4. joyless:

joyful:
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Add a suffix to answer the question. Hint: The word you build will
have the same base word as the boldface word.

EXAMPLE: Who built the new house on the corner? f/w &u/(l&[e/z/

10.

€22

Who did it? To name people who “do” something, you
can add the suffix -er, -or, -eer, or -ist.

. Who acted in the school play? the
. Who painted the picture for the art show? the
. Who invented that marvelous machine? the

. Who mixed the chemicals for the scientific study? the
. Who went down the mine shaft to dig out the ore? the

. Who sings the national anthem before the

basketball game?

. Who teaches students about

prefixes and suffixes?

the

. Who moves the strings of

the puppets?
the

. Who conducts the orchestra?

the

Who drives the train engine?

the

AR

%
R
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super ment is) [?
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WORD PARTS PRACTICE

Unlock word meanings to show you have smarts.
Study words closely and notice their parts.

Use what you know about base words, suffixes, and prefixes to complete the
crossword puzzle.

ACROSS FlU
1. suffix meaning “full of” 5 Z
. o ” S A
3. prefix meaning “above” or 5 6
“more than the usual” U 7E 8
A R
7. a person who performs o o
in a play
9. being without hope
Ve
DOWN
> € 2. base word shared by
i useful and useless
; %é 3. base word of surprising
= T | 4. one who creates works
of art
5. not happy
6. base word of easy

m M 8. to do over

D 10. suffix added to puppet
@ to name the person who

pulls the strings

I

@“iﬁ 0
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COMPOUND WORDS 1

5

I /N
Ty
o)

“"5/2'\\\\\\\\\\
4

A compound word joins two words as one. Usually, one
plus one is two. In the case of a compound word, one plus
one equals ONE! Example: side + walk = sidewalk

Circle the compound word in each sentence.

1. Some sports fans say that baseball

is America’s greatest sport. ‘

2. On the school playground you can

often see kids with bats and balls. ////////////////////////////
3. Students in Ms. Klein’s classroom //////////// 72 /
challenged Mr. Toro’s students 6 : ‘ ,///
d

to a game. J b \,i/j

fi=

TN

4. My classmates decided that I should be 5 D
catcher for Ms. Klein’s team. 5 J ) ‘|><

9

5. The morning of the big game, I looked : ' ‘<
everywhere for my old mitt. 4

6. How can a catcher catch without a mitt?

7. After a frantic search, I finally found the mitt

upstairs.

2 \‘ .
SN,

ZaN

8. It was lying forgotten in my bedroom closet.

—
AL

9. By afternoon, the two excited teams were on
the field.

N/

10. “Oh, no,” I groaned as raindrops fell. b =

11. We went inside to wait out the storm.

€22
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COMPOUND WORDS 2

Inside, outside, here and there . .. You'll find compound
words most everywhere! If you can find three compound
words in that rhyme, you're ready for this activity.

A. Combine a word from the first column with a word from the second column
to make a compound word. Write the compound words on the lines.

COLUMN 1 COLUMN 2
rain thing
home bow
touch sick
SNOwW down
any mobile
COMPOUND WORDS

B. Now complete each sentence with one of the compound words you wrote above.

1. After the storm, the sun came out, and a colorful

arched over our heads.

2. The quarterback threw a pass and the receiver made a

3. Nick was lonely and during his first days at

sSuminer camp.

4. The zoomed across the winter meadow.

5. We'll meet at six, but if changes, call me!
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COMPOUND WORDS 3

Combine words listed below to make a compound word that
completes each rhyme. Hint: You’ll use one word twice.

Once again, it’s time to use your vocabulary skills
and poetic talents!

ball
day
break
fire
foot
hall
prints
sun
set
way

wood

1. When the leaves drop in the fall

Autumn sports fans watch

2. I'd start a fire if I could,

But the rain soaked all our

3. The sky was red when the pair first met
Sitting on a beach watching the

4. Come on inside! I hope you’ll stay.

Just hang your coat in the

5. It’s six o’clock, and I'm awake!

I'm up and ready at

6. The mystery’s solved. Among the hints

Was a set of the suspect’s

|
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COMPOUND WORDS 4

Remember that a compound word combines two
or more words to make a new word.

A. Write a compound word on the line to answer each question.

1. In what do sparrows and

robins clean themselves?

2. What time of day follows noon

and comes before evening?

3. What does an artist use to

apply color to a canvas?

4. What is a popular American sport?

B. Now use each of the compound words you wrote above in a sentence.

€22 [ Date:

44  Building Vocabulary Skills and Strategies, Level 3 « Saddleback Educational Publishing ©2004 « 3 Watson, Irvine, CA 92618 « Phone (888) SDL-BACK * www.sdlback.com



WORDS WITH AN APOSTROPHE: CONTRACTIONS 1

Notice the apostrophe between the t and the s in what'’s?
You’'ll always find an apostrophe in a contraction.

A. A contraction is a shortened word made from two or more words. An
apostrophe (’) shows where one or more letters have been left out.

EXAMPLE: what + is = what’s

Write the two words that are joined in each contraction below.
The first one has been done for you.

. isn’t = 1 mot

wouldn’t =

[u-—

you'lll =

she’s =

didn’t =

I've =

there’s =

we're =

©c ©® N o g k&~ W N

I'm =

let’s =

-
e

B. Now write the contraction of each set of words below.

1. could not = ___cauldm. Z 6. I had =

2. you have = 7. that is =

3. here is = 8. would not =
4. he would = 9. where is =
5. who is = 10. were not =
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WORDS WITH AN APOSTROPHE: CONTRACTIONS 2

Get ready for some more contraction action!

A. Replace the boldface words with a contraction. Write the contraction on the line.

1. You should not throw that banana peel away!

2. There is more than one thing you can do with it.

3. If you turn it upside down,
it will make an excellent hat
for a tiny head.

4. Amy says she will watch her
banana peel turn brown.

5. I hope you did not leave
your peel on the ground!

6. If you had, someone might
have slipped on it!

B. Circle the contraction in each sentence. Rewrite the sentence replacing the
contraction with the two words that it combines.

1. What’s the matter?

2. Don’t you feel well?

3. Maybe you've caught a cold.

4. You'll likely feel better soon.

5. I'm sure of it!

6. You shouldn’t go to the party with a cold.
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POSSESSIVE WORDS 1

SRR
2

\.
W ON 2
—
An— y
RIS
F———% o

Possessives are words that show ownership. A singular
noun shows ownership when you add an apostrophe and
the letter s.

A. Circle the possessive form that

correctly completes each sentence.

Then write the word in the blank. wy//
L / 7
%}r -

1. A nose

is amazing.

hounds / hound’s / hound,s

2. A hound can smell a small /:

trail

long before it can see the
creature.

animal’s / animals / amina’ls 5. Unlike most hounds, a

3. A long sight
ears and sharp nose make it a is its sharpest sense.
typical hound. greyhounds / greyhound’s / greyhound

beagle / beagl'es / beagle’s 6. Because it can sniff out a criminal

4. In the wilderness, the hound or lost person, a bloodhound is the
is a greatest
friend and partner. detective dog.

hunters’ / hunter’s / hunters world’s / world / worlds’

B. Complete each sentence with a noun that shows ownership.

1. The leash 3. The horn
is hanging on the hook. would not stop honking.

2. The feathers 4. Did you see that
are on the floor of the cage. strange hairdo?
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POSSESSIVE WORDS 2

Most plural nouns end in s. To make them possessive,
put the apostrophe at the end of the word.

A. After each sentence, write the noun
that shows ownership and the object
owned. Use the possessive form.

EXAMPLE: The hats of the ladies are silly.

ladies’” hats

1. The teams of both schools are winners.

The routines of the clowns were funny.

The ringing of the bells announced the time.

These robes belong to the choir members.

S

The hum of mosquitoes reminded me that

it was summer.

B. Some plural nouns end in a letter other than s. To make them possessive,
add an apostrophe plus s. Complete each sentence. Write the possessive
form of a word from the box.

/\M/\/\MM/\M—/\M/\

1. The toys filled the playroom.
children

2. The wagon trail was marked by the

. hoofprints.

mice

3. We could hear the tiny sounds
oxen in the attic.

4. Each fall, the flight path takes them
geese

Oover our city.
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COMPOUNDS, CONTRACTIONS, AND POSSESSIVES PRACTICE

Practice what you've learned about compound words
and words with apostrophes.

A. BTEED Combine two words listed below to make compound words. Try different
combinations, and create as many compound words as you can!

sea home sick shore line plane air side out

B. Write each word from the box under the correct heading. Then use one word
from each column in a sentence.

/\AMM/\M/\/\/\MM

couldn’t cannot he’s men'’s Julia’s what'’s inside

Compounp WOoRDS: CONTRACTIONS: POSSESSIVES:

My SENTENCES:
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WORD WORKOUT: DOUBLE PLAY

Stretch your mind with this vocabulary exercise.

Write a word that matches the first definition. Then double one letter
to spell a word that matches the second definition.

EXAMPLE: Slang word for a police officer = cop

A place where chickens are kept = cosn
e Y W W Wla S Wy W W W . Y .

1. Very, very warm =

An owl’s call =

2. Your male baby =

Before long =

3. To make a wager =

A dark red vegetable =

4. Messy food fed to pigs =

A type of boat =

5. The number following nine =

Someone age 13 to 19 =

6. A written sales pitch =

To put two and two together =

7. To place something somewhere =

To make a golf shot on the green =

8. Longing for something to happen =

Jumping up and down on one foot =
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Did you mean night or knight? You probably can't
tell by the sound of the word. Night and knight are
homonyms—different words that sound alike.

A. Notice the homonyms in parentheses as you read each sentence.
Circle the correct homonym.

1. If you ( need / knead ) something to spice up a meal,
you might try ketchup.

2. Ketchup is a sauce ( made / maid ) from tomatoes,
sugar, salt, mustard, vinegar, and spices.

3. The name ( four / for ) the sauce is believed to have
come from an Asian word pronounced “kaychup.”

4. The word we use is not only spelled “ketchup,”
but “catchup” or “catsup,” ( two / too ).

5. You can ( buy / by ) ketchup in almost any grocery store.

6. The tangy, red sauce tastes ( great / grate ) on ( stake / steak ).

B. Unscramble the letters to spell the homonym of the boldface word.
Then write sentences using the words y